
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

SOUTHINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

JUNE 25, 2013 

 

A regular meeting of the Southington Housing Authority was held in the Community Hall at  

DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace, 408 Main Street, Southington, Connecticut on Tuesday, June 25, 2013. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

Chairman Wight called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  

 

The following Commissioners were present:  Jeffrey A. Wight Chairman; John J. Vey, Jr;               

                                                                         Sharon M. O’Brien and Agnes Bart. 

  

Also, present:                                           Stephen L. Palmieri, Executive Director 

                                                                         Tenants of DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

Art Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue, Southington.  Three questions; 

 

1.  “Driving into DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace, next to the Board of Education Maintenance garage, on 

the pavement in both directions are two painted stop bars and the word “Stop” painted on the 

driveway.  Where stop signs ever placed at both stop bars?”  Chairman Wight stated, “There is no 

requirement for stop signs.”  Chairman Wight asked the Director, “Did we have any issues with the 

stop bars.  The Director stated, “No”.  Chairman Wight directed the same question to the tenants, with 

no concerns or issues stated. 

 

2.  “Did the housing authority participate with the town concerning energy management?”  The 

Director stated, “No, the authority worked with DBS Energy for all common areas and we participate 

in the ARRA Weatherization Program which looked at all the residential units.” 

 

3.  Does the housing authority go out to bid on your big contracts like trash, roofing and siding?   

 

Chairman Wight stated, “Yes” 

 

A. Cyr, “Who would know when they go out to bid.” 

 

Chairman Wight, “We do bids by the job.” 

 

A. Cyr, “Is lawn fertilization done? 

 

Director Palmieri, “Yes” 

 

A. Cyr, “Does it go out to bid every year?” 

 

Chairman Wight, “No” 



 

Director Palmieri, “Evergreen Nursery fertilizes DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace.  Union Lawn Care 

fertilizes Pulaski, Zdunczyk and Lincoln-Lewis Terrace.  Union Lawn care performs this service for 

the same price quoted in 2008. 

 

A. Cyr, “You would not find me changing; I used to say that to people all the time.  Can anyone tell 

me the last time the trash bid went out to bid?” 

 

Director Palmieri, “2008, the new contractor AJ Carting was about 40% lower than the previous 2 

other contractors being used.” 

 

A. Cry, “That been five years?” 

 

Director Palmieri, “Yes.” 

 

A. Cyr, “Had that gone out to bid lately?” 

 

Chairman Wight, “No” 

 

Director Palmieri, “No, we had one small increase a couple of years ago.” 

 

A. Cyr, “All the contracts sitting in your office? 

 

Director Palmieri, “Yes” 

 

A. Cyr, “If someone wants to review them.” 

 

Director Palmieri “Yes” 

 

A. Cyr, “When someone tells me they have not had a price increase in five years, because nothing 

gone up, I know a lot of things have gone up and almost everyone has sent out their contracts to bid. 

 

Chairman Wight, “Ours has not gone up that’s why we have not sent it out to bid.” 

 

A. Cyr, “O.K.  I am done.” 

 

   

Maureen Palladino reported a squirrel in the dumpster.  The director will check the doors. 

 

Judy Regula reported her side door leaks water.  I spoke with maintenance about your issue earlier this 

week and I will also look into this. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE  

 

 

 

JUNE VACANCIES: Apartment 01 Pulaski Terrace Occupancy 06/01/13    

                                     Apartment  27 Pulaski Terrace Occupancy   

                                      

 

 



APPROVAL OF MAY 28, 2013 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner O’Brien, seconded by Commissioner Bart, and unanimously 

carried to approve the minutes of the May 28, 2013 regular meeting.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF JUNE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Bart, and seconded by Commissioner Vey, and unanimously 

carried to accept the accounts payable and the profit & loss statement for the month of June 2013. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

 

1.  Computer IT Services   

 

The server quoted by Omega Solutions can not perform email services.  The State of Connecticut 

Municipal Retirement Fund will not send employee information through 3
rd

 party email services 

(Gmail, Hotmail, AOL, etc.).  These companies can not guarantee security.  My new desk-top 

computer requires the Windows 7 Professional operating system (or higher version) to work with the 

new server.  You can not purchase a desk-top at Staples, Costco, and BJ’s with the Windows 

Professional operating system installed.  The other two office computers operating systems are XP Pro 

and Vista Business both can work with the server.  I requested an updated quote from Omega’s 

Solution to include a server with email capability and a new desktop computer for my office.    

 

Omega Solution’s quote includes all hardware (including new desktop) software, labor and first year of 

off site backup is $7,343.00 an additional $821.50 over the previous quote.  The only changes I 

recommend; reduce the five license fees to four (the fourth computer’s 8 years old) the fifth is a laptop 

and will also be used as a backup if one of the desk tops goes down.    

 

The three quotes; 

Omega Solutions - $7,343.00  

Lighting PC - $10,393.00  

Tab Computer Systems - $12,161.16 

 

After additional discussion, 

 

Motion was by Commissioner O’Brien, seconded by Commissioner Bart, and unanimously 

carried to approve the amended Omega Solutions quote including replacing the Directors 6 year 

old desk top computer for the sum of $7,343.00 

 

 

2.  Investment Report 

 

TD Bank could not execute a 13 month CD at .35% they have to insure any funds over $250,000.  The 

best rate as of the first week of June is .23%, but they increased our money market interest rate from 

.10% to .20%.  They are optimistic rates will start to increase in the near future.   

 

After a short discussion, the Director will monitor CD rates and report to the Board.   

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

1.  Executive Director’s Report   

 

 

DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace Capital Needs Assessment  

 

The plan shows the Authority’s is proficient at maintaining its properties.  This is a guild or a tool to 

aid us with capital improvement decisions.  Chairman Wight pointed out each complex capital needs 

assessments states the authority’s needs a large infusion of capital if we follow the plan.  Chairman 

Wight requested the Director to ask for additional info from the Connecticut Housing Finance 

Authority (CHFA) concerning where is this large infusion of money coming from and how is it 

distributed.  The Authority’s CHFA asset manager is performing a site visit on July 12
th

.  The Director 

will request this information from the asset manager.           

 

Commissioners O’Brien asked the tenants if the outdoor lighting is adequate.  One tenant request the 

two ramps need repainting; they are hard to see at night.  Chairman Wight suggested using a reflective 

paint.  The Director will check on reflective paint and issue a maintenance order to repaint the ramps.  

 

Pulaski Terrace Sewer Main Back-Up 

 

On Tuesday morning June 11
th

 a sewer backup occurred affecting apartments 25 – 28.  Damage was 

minimal for three apartments, clogged/slow drains.  The other, an area rug received damage.  The 

authority rented a power snake to clear the line.  I supervised/assisted on the job.  Tree roots from a 

near by tree caused the backup.  I spoke with the tenant concerning the damage rug.  I offered to 

replace it.  They requested the authority remove the tree that caused the back up.  There is no need to 

replace the rug.  I felt this is a reasonable request and called Dlugos Tree Service to remove the tree.  

This tree is also causing damage to a near by sidewalk.  

 

 

DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace Sewer Back-Up 

 

On Tuesday afternoon June 11
th

 a sewer backup occurred, affecting apartments in Building 4 

Apartments 1-4.  No property damage just clogged/slow drains.  The authority rented a power snake to 

clear the line.  I supervised/assisted with the job.  The cause is unknown.    

 

 

Connecticut Housing Finance Authority (CHFA) Site Visit 

 

The authority’s asset manager (Jermika Williams) at CHFA requested a formal site visit for July 12
th 

beginning at 12:30 p.m.  Ms. Williams will review several items regarding the authority’s operation 

and will randomly select units to observe.  She will also answer any question or concerns with CHFA 

policies or procedures.   

  

 

Audit Year Ending 2012 

 

Buel CPA, P.C. is in the final stages with the 2012 year ending audit.  Everything looks good.  The 

authority should receive the report in the next thirty days.  

 

 



 

 

Department of Administrated Services Master Insurance Program (DAS/MIP) 

 

The DAS/MIP includes housing authorities across the state.  DAS purchases insurance for the group.  

 

The Authority’s DAS/MIP includes Commercial Property & Liability, Employee & Public Officials 

Liability, Workers Compensation, Auto, and Crime Insurance.     

 

DAS/MIP charge to administer the program is $0.48 per rental unit per month, $1,036.80 for the year.  

This is a reduction of $0.09 per rental unit per month, $194.40 for the year.  The program period runs 

from 7/1/13 to 6/30/14. 

 

Property Insurance - $16,002.00 increase of $913.00 (6%)  Premium period 7/1/13 to 6/30/14. 

 

Commercial Liability Insurance - $7,733.00 increase of $189.00 (2.4%)  Premium period 7/1/13 to 

June 6/30/14. 

 

Employee & Public Official Liability Insurance - $1,550.00 increase of $175.00 (12.5%)  Premium 

period 8/1/13 to 8/1/14.   

 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance - $18,248.00 increase of $304.00 (2%)  Premium period 5/1/13 to 

5/1/14   

 

Automobile Insurance - $4,145.69 Premium period 10/31/12 to 10/31/13     

 

Crime Insurance Policy - $368.07 Premium period 1/1/13 to 1/1/14   

 

 

Complex Picnic/Newsletter  

 

I sent a copy of the June tenant newsletter in the Commissioners meeting packet.  The schedules for 

complex picnics are as follows; 

 

DiCaprio-Forgione Terrace, July 9
th

  

Pulaski Terrace, July 11
th

  

Zdunczyk Terrace, July 16
th

  

Lincoln-Lewis Terrace, July 19
th

  

 

All picnics begin at 12:00 p.m.  Commissioners are invited to all picnics.    

 

 

Vacation Leave 

 

The Director is taking one week of vacation July 1
st
 thru July 5

th
.  I will be around to handle any 

emergencies should they occur.  All the employees requested to use Friday July 5
th

 as a vacation day 

with the 4
th

 of July Holiday falling on Thursday.  Tenants will be notify of the July 5
th

 closing in their 

July newsletter and the office answering machine will also state the office closing and direct tenants to 

use the emergency numbers for any issues.  All employees understand, any hours of work preformed 

on Friday July 5
th

 will be credited to their vacation leave.       

 

 



2.  Tennant Commissioner Report  

 

Commissioner Bart had two reminders;  

 

The light for the new parking area – the Director is working on adding additional lighting;  

 

The new cloths line at Pulaski Terrace; the tenants feel unstable walking on the grass.  I will have 

maintenance remove the sod and replace it with stone dust. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS:    

 

There were no other items to come before the Commissioners. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Possible Litigation  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Bart, seconded by Commissioner Vey, and unanimously carried 

to adjourn to Executive Session, excluding the public and the press. 

 

The meeting went into Executive Session at 7:43 p.m.     

  

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

No motions were made, and no action was taken, and on motion made, seconded and unanimously 

carried, the meeting reconvened open session at 7:53 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon motion duly made, the meeting was 

adjourned 7:54 p.m. 

 

 

 

____________________________       ___ 

        Stephen L. Palmieri 

        Recording Secretary 


